
About Math Workshop 
Found in most curriculum units, Math Workshop is a structure that provides an opportunity for 
students to work on a variety of activities, usually focused on similar mathematical content, over 
time. A Math Workshop generally includes 3–5 activities that students do over several sessions. The 
activities are not sequential; as students move among them, they continually revisit the important 
concepts and ideas they are learning. By repeatedly playing a game or solving similar problems, 
students refine strategies, use different contexts, and bring new knowledge to familiar experiences. 
Because Math Workshop is often preceded and followed by whole-class activities, students have 
many opportunities to discuss and synthesize the important math ideas of the activities. 

Math Workshop is designed to: 
●  Provide students with repeated experience with the concepts being 

learned and time to practice important skills and refine strategies.
● Provide time for the teacher to work with individuals and small groups 

and to assess students’ learning and understanding. 
● Help students develop independence and learn to take responsibility for their 

own learning as they choose activities, keep track of their work, use and take 
care of classroom materials, and work with others.


